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ASSOCIATION 


OF THE FRIENDS OP THE CONSTITUTION, 
LIBERTY, AND PEACE. 


Ar a meeting of the above Aſſociation, at 
the King's Arms Tavern, in Fownes's- ſtreet, 
on the 21ſt December, 1792, 


His Grace the Duke of Leinſter in the Chair, 
The following Addreſs and Declaration were 


- unanimouſly agreed upon: 


ADDRESS, 


Experience has taught the reaſoning part 
of mankind the following ſimple truths ;— 
That in Political Inſtitutions, nothing is 
ſtable, that is not juſt ;—that groſs and in- 


creaſing abuſes lead neceſſarily to violence 
and revolution—timely and effectual reform 
to peace and ſecurity ;—that as violene 

A 2 there- 


1 


therefore, and revolution, are but deſperate 


| remedies for deſperate evils, and as, once ap- 
plied, it is not in human wiſdom to foreſee, 
or preſcribe limits to their courſe, it is the 
extreme, either of human folly or depravity, 
in governors to make ſuch remedies ſeem 
generally neceſſary, or in the people, with- - 
out evident and palpable neceſſity, to reſort 
to them. That truths, which the hiſtory 
of paſt ages has impreſſed on the conviction 
of mankind, and to which the experience of 
the preſent times adds new force, ſhould yet 
be apparently overlooked both by the Go- 
vernment and the People of this country, we 
lament, nor do we leſs lament, that while ob- 
vious and ſalutary maxims are {lighted on the 
one fide, viſionary and impracticable ſchemes 
are indulged on the other. 

The extraordinary, and almoſt miraculous 
revo itions in Government, and in ſentiment, 
which have lately aſtoniſhed the earth, and 
ſtill confound ſpeculation, have produced this 
ON 0 effect, 
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effect, among many others, on the minds 
both of actors and ſpectators, both of thoſe 
who applauded, and thoſe who exzcrate the 
ſcene, that, at this preſent moment, they 
have more inflamed enthuſiaſm and reſent- 
ment, than they have informed or regulated 
the underſtanding. - The magnitude of the 
ſubject, not yet fully comprehended perhaps 
by any man, everpowers and diſtracts. The 
yet dazzled eye, neither accurately diſtin- 
guiſhes colours, nor duly eſtimates propor- 
tions. The mind in ferment may exert 
energy, but ſeldom deliberation or wiſdom. 
That the diſcuſſions and ſpeculations OCca- 
ſioned by thoſe tranſactions, ſhould operate 
with peculiar ,energy on the People of this 
country, is not to be wondered at; circum- 
ſtanced as they are, they mult be callous in- 
deed, if they did not feel with ardour, and ; 
purſue with vehemence, every f:ntiment em- 
bracing the intereſts of freedom, and cruſh- 
ing the inſolence of power. To repreſs this 
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generous and natural feeling is not the ob- 
ject of our Aſſociation. We are not wicked 
enough to wiſh, or fooliſh enough to expect, 
that we could perſuade three-fourths of our 
countrymen to remain contented with total 
excluſion from even the name of a Conſtitu- 
tion, or the remainder to be amuſed with the 
mockery of that name, while they are rob- 
bed of its eſſence. 

Is any man the friend of peace and public 
order ? We call on him, as he values theſe 
bleſſings, to come forward and ſubdue that 
corruption of Government which is the bane 
of both.—Does he revere that original obli- 
gation of ſociety, connecting the huſbandman 
who tills the land, with the Sovereign who 
reigns over it ; by which induſtry is bound 
to ſuſtain power, and power to protect induſ- 
try, that equal liberty and happineſs may flow 
from both? Let him correct and humble the 
profligate Adminiſtration which wrings from 


the labour of the peaſant, what may corrupt 
the 
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the virtue of the Senator, and which drains 
the ſources of national wealth that it may 
pollute the ſources of national honour. Does 
he love that beautiful gradation of ſociety, 
which gives to toil, and talents, and virtue, 
their ſtations and their forms, which kindles 
them where they were not, and rewards them 
where they are ?—Let him join us, in pub- 
licly reprobating and effectually deſtroying 
that diſgraceful traffic in which the plunder 
that has been earned by paſt infamy, is allow - 
ed to become the purchaſe of future honours, 
in which men are enriched by the ſale of 
their conſciences, and enobled by the appli- 
cation of their riches. Does any man wiſh 
to uphold that deference to public ſentiment, 


which preſerves a chance for the reform of 


abuſe, by deterring men from avowing its 
exerciſe ? Let him ſhame and terrify that 
public delinquency, which openly boaſts of 
corrupting the people's repreſentatives, with 

the money of the people. When the pre- 
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tence to virtue is thrown away, as an uſeleſs 
incumbrance, and the fouleſt acts, avowed by 
their fouleſt names, are held forth to the peo- 
ple as the regular ſyſtem of Government 
when wicked acts challenge the public ven- 
geance by inſolent promulgation the mea- 
ſure of vice and folly is full and the citizen 
who does not join in reformation becomes an 
accomplice in the guilt of his rulers. 

But, in purſuing that reform, the abuſes of 
our Conſtitution ſhould not make us forget 
that we have one. Nor ſhould our diſguſt at 
Corruption render us inſenſible to the evils of 
Faction. 

Circumſtanced as we are, it would not per- 
haps be ſurprizing, if the many real bleſſings 
ſtill enjoyed by the people, and the many 
more, which the admirable principles of the 
Conſtitution place within their reach, ſhould 
ſeen likely to be generally undervalued or 
| forgotten or if ſome ſpirits inflammable 
and inconſiderate, or others, leſs benignant 
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and diſintereſted, ſhould thence be tempted to 
overlook the horrors attendant on commo- 
tion, and to purſue theories yet unproved by 
experience. . 

Againſt ſuch deluſions we warn the people. 
Living under a Conſtitution, one of whoſe 
peculiar excellencies is, that its abuſes may be 
corrected without violating its eſſence, or 
even lighting its forms, we can have no ra- 
tional temptation to encourage or encounter 
the evils which have flowed from a total 
want of conſtitution in a neighbouring coun- 
try. It is not neceſſary for us to tear down 
our conſtituion, and efface its ancient land- 
marks and foundations. Nor need we ruſh 
voluntarily and wantonly into thoſe miſeries 
into which France has been precipitated, by 
a perhaps inevitable neceſſity. 

No !— Arms are the laſt reſource of miſery 
driven to deſpair.— A reform, and that a ra- 
dical and effectual one, there v be. There 
is no human power that can lawfully or ſuc- 


ceſsfully, 
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ceſsfully reſiſt this reaſonable, conſtitutional, 
and now indiſpenſible object, if THE PEOPLE 


with an united, ſolemn, and determined voice 
ſhall pronounce— WE WILL IT.” 

We exult to live in a country where the 
voice of the people once plainly and deci- 
dedly uttered, is a thunder which no govern- 
ment - dares reſiſt, and before which all cor- 
ruption muſt diſperſe. The tumult of in- 
temperance may be derided and ſubdued by 
the feebleſt Miniſter, but it is not within the 
limits of Miniſterial daring to reſiſt the firm 
and temperate demands of the Iriſh People. 

In order, however, to render this demand 
irreſiſtible, it is neceſſary to declare the pub- 
lic ſentiment ſhould be explicitly and gene- 
rally underſtood. A diſguſt at the profli- 
gacy of Government may inſtigate warm men 
to ſedition. An abhorrence of ſedition may 
induce even good men to ſupport a ſyſtem of 
Government which they cannot approve, or 
which would be equally fatal to the well- 

being 


LEY 

being of the country; the ſuſpence ariſing 
from the oppoſite impulſes may reduce mo- 
derate and timid man to a ſtate of inaction, 
and thus leave the nation unprotected, to 
groan beneath the oppreiſions of the corrupt, 
or to tremble at the violence of the ſeditious. 
At ſuch a moment, to be filent is to be cri- 
minal. It becomes the duty of every good 
Citizen, and honeſt man, to make his voice 
heard, and his ſentiments known. We, 
therefore, | 


« The Friends of the Conſtitution, Liberty, 


and Peace,” 


thus publicly declare theſe our political ſen- 
timents, | 

iſt. That the ;principles of the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, are founded in wiſdom and juſ- 
tice, equally providing for the liberty and 
happineſs of the people. | 

2dly. That an Hereditary Monarch, the 
ſole executive power, an Aſſembly of Nobles, 


ema- 
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emanating from the Crown, and a body of 
Repreſentatives, derived from the people by 
free and general election, are each of them 
integral, vital and eſſential parts of our Con- 
ſtitution, inſomuch that the decay or corrup- 
tion of any of them will taint or deſtroy the 
whole ſyſtem. 

zdly. That the repreſentative part of. our 
Legiflature is not derived from the people 
by the free and general election which the 
fandamental principles of our Conſtitution 
require, and the ſtate and condition of this 
nation would warrant, 

4thly. That the permanent peace and wel- 
fare of Ireland can only be eſtabliſhed by the 
abolition of all civil and political diſtinctions 
ariſing from difference in religious opinions, and 
by a radical and effectual reform in the Com- 
mons Houſe of Parliament; and that theſe eſſen- 
tial objects once obtained, the cople ought to 
remain content and grateful. With ſuch a 
Conſtitution, and not with leſs, will we be 


ſatisfied. 
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ſatisfied, We therefore call upon every man 
whether he prefer liberty to peace, or peace to 
liberty, to ſupport the honeſt and avowed prin- 
ciples upon which this ſociety is founded, as, at 
the preſent alarming criſis, neither liberty 
nor peace can be eſtabliſhed, unleſs by the 
united firmneſs and moderation of the 
friends of both. 

Reſolved, That every perſon on becom- 
ing a Member of this Society, do ſubcribe 
the following + 

DECLARATION : 

<« I ſolemnly promiſe and declare, that I 
will, by all lawful means, promote a radical 
and effectual Reform in the Repreſentation 
of the People in Parliament, including per- 
ſons of all religious perſuaſions; and that 
I will unceaſingly purſue that obje& until it 
ſhall have been unequivocally obtained. And, 
ſeriouſly apprehending the dangerous con- 
ſequences of certain levelling tenets, and 
ſeditious principles, which have lately been 
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diſſeminated, I do further declare, that I will 
reſiſt all attempts to introduce any new form 
of Government into this country, or in any 
manner to ſabvert or impair our Conſtitution, 
confiſting of King, Lords and Commons. 
Reſolved, That this Society, conſcious of 
its good intentions, but diffident of its ability 
to judge of the beſt means of attaining an 
object of ſuch magnitude and difficulty, as 
that which it has propoſed, deems it eſſential 
to that object, and therefore reſpectfully re- 
commends, that ſimilar aſſociations ſhould be 
formed in every country and principal town 
throughout the kingdom. With ſuch aſ- 
ſociations, and with every individual friend to 
the conſtitution, liberty, and peace in theſe 
kingdoms, this Society will be happy to com- 
municate, and will thankfully receive every 
ſpecies of information concerning facts, or 
even hints, concerning plans and principles, 
which may aſſiſt in deciding on matters either 
of propriety or expediency. Such materials 
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the Society will deem it a duty to arrange 
and digeſt, and, as ſoon as it ſhall be enabled 
to ſelect or to form a plan of repreſentation 


which may appear worthy the attention of 
the public, it will, with the utmoſt deference, 
5 lay ſuch plan before the People of Ireland, 
for their conſideration and correction, pre- 
| vious to its being ſubmitted to the wiſdom 
of the Legiſlature. 


Signed, by Order of the Society, 


RICHARD GRIFFITH, Secretary. 


It is requeſted, that all communications 


and letters may be addreſſed to the Secretary 
at this place. 
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